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AN OHSERVATION CONGERNING THE VALIDITY OF COOY BROOD COUNTS

Cuondem W, Gultion

Nevada Fisi aod Gine Conadsson, Bl

Tl recent Interesy fn produetivity stindies of the
Murrean Cout (Fulica amerdcann) (ef, Kiel amd
Hawhiis, T, No Aoers Wikl Coul., 18:311.022,
1933 Hmt o Naylor, Gl Fish sl Gane,

A1:00%.304, 1035 make a tnte of cinitfon Superss
tive concerping the coudutlon of mesting steeess arid
Lroudd survtval as determbned by connts of Tronds
1o an thian tharess W Lume weeks old,

Pantt; Lo="Twer Seins o Jhoon Corses ar Jowen Lask, Coxtiny Cimis Gousiy, AL ousis, N
1O (Torsn, SUSIE IMAATUIS PLEBGED BN "NORUIL moon,” G5 ix “soron soob,” 7)

Nortls Hywn)
\vith

Montls Hoenl

Nuth Biomud Sowcth Hoand -

Witlemiy Witls Withnt Wit _Withet With Without
Pater 3§ 4 gadults 3978 @ Adults Date d 7 3 Saduln 39 & % Adulis
——-
April 30 8 e e - May 2} CERE I '
May | e = L May 2K b I Lt 3 e e s
.“il) I . 7 .- i .“vli' ax - -~ P 2 ..f' — —~— bad
May ¢ L June 1 3 e m e w7
May 82 ~ 2 - | June 3 B A =l -
May # - 8 3 .. T e - e June 20 en e et J e vs e ot
May 8 P I | - | POV, Jute W = we e H _~ e . 7
May I B R - | R e 20 e e e .
May 4 2 - e O em e Juie S e = G e )
My I - 3 ee e e e e L o 33 O T RS |
Moy I = e 3 e e ) - June 2 ’ N R
May I - e e June 23 ) P . |
Map B4 77 T e e s e e Qe B o e B e o s o
May 21 LR | 1 1 - A June 24 - e | R
May 21 L N 0 e = e Jume b e el Y v e
May 21 - 1 A s Janee 20 PR | -
May ) B June 28 eI [
May 20 . I T | July 13 - e = 8
May 210 e | July 28 . T

1 Piest wonth bk Tt Ding,
2 Fiest sonth firond Latohing.

2 8renmd sl b hatohhig - alter that dade I8 beeame incveashigly ditlicalt o disthagaldy Tetwsen memben of the

1w as kter hirounts,

‘the lendency of the furent vonts to split up

Droods and to leed them i ditferemt parts of their

tesrftory  genetnlly  prechudes nelfable counts of
brods Tess thau 25 days ok, “T'o obitafn any degree

- ol pecuraey In counts of young browls, the observer

it Le Fontlisr with cout tesrioria) belavlor nml
the limits of cachi terrftory cancerned (¢f, Gullion,
Comlur, 55:100-186, 1953}, Bolhy parents ust by
sven ad o contit ade of the yomg with them,
Even then the count for the fint tiree weeks Is Bhely
to pu wnder 70 per cent of actual brond sdve, us

R b e e = e

Jounxan oF Wiaes Masacesmest, Vo, 20, Nu. A, Geronen 1936

shawar i Table 3, and the chances are gomd thist »
complele connt will, pover. e obtainedund ‘s the

- area §s eheehed for several hours daily for o week or

s [ was noled In studies in westertt Guliforiiln
(Gullion, Auk, T1:301, 1954) that Trequently sever]
young coots niay be et wnaltended In the safely of
deaise vover while the parents separately forago with
ane ur two youag fn widely separated parts of their
testitory, ’ '
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